Blue horizon travel
August 30 – September 10, 2012fillin "Please enter group name, then press <F9>" \d ""
ItineraryPRIVATE 

	Thu, August 30
	UNITED STATES TO DUBLINPRIVATE 

Depart your hometown and take an overnight flight across the Atlantic. PRIVATE 
Enjoy in-flight entertainment and meal service as you travel to start your vacation. 


	Fri, August 31
	Dublin arrival & HIGHLIGHTS

After landing at Dublin Airport, complete customs and immigration formalities.  Then your CIE Tours driver/guide will welcome you to Ireland and escort you and your luggage to the coach.  Stop for breakfast and entertainment at the Man O’ War restaurant and pub which has been standing on a hill on original Dublin to Belfast Road since 1595. Take an orientation drive around Dublin city center.  Stop to visit the Guinness Storehouse to see exhibits on how this world famous stout was first created and why it is so popular today. Finish your visit in the roof-top bar, Gravity, overlooking the city center where you can sample a draft Guinness and enjoy the view of the city.  Next visit Trinity College to view the 8th century Book of Kells, an illuminated manuscript of the gospels.  Then drive to your hotel and check in. After you settle into your room you may like to rest or explore some of the city on your own before dinner.   
This evening enjoy dinner and a lively show of storytelling, folklore and musicians with your fellow travelers at The Brazen Head Pub, which is located on Bridge Street.  Established in 1198, the Brazen Head is over 800 years old and is the second oldest pub in Ireland. 

OVERNIGHT: CLARION IFSC HOTEL, DUBLIN


	Sat, Sept. 1
	GLENDALOUGH & FREE TIME

This morning drive across the Wicklow Mountains to see the 6th century monastic ruins of Glendalough, where the peacefulness of the valley conjures up the spirit of the monks. The Visitor Centre explains how St. Kevin founded this settlement at a time when Christianity was burgeoning throughout Ireland.  Today the monks have long gone, leaving the ruins of numerous churches and a round tower.  Return to Dublin where the balance of the day is at leisure.  You may choose to visit a local bar to watch the Notre Dame versus Navy football game being played at the Aviva Stadium.  Also, there are plenty of museums of Irish interest such as the National Museum, the National Gallery or the Writers Museum.  There are plenty of shops along Nassau Street and the pedestrianized Grafton Street or Henry Street and you may like to explore Temple Bar or visit some of the traditional pubs. In the evening you are free to choose from the many restaurants and pubs that Dublin has to offer. 

OVERNIGHT: CLARION IFSC HOTEL, DUBLIN


	Sun, Sept. 2
	ROCK OF CASHEL, Blarney Castle & KILLARNEY
After celebrating Mass this morning depart Dublin and travel through the Irish countryside, mainly farming country interspersed with market towns.  Stop at the Rock of Cashel for a guided tour of these majestic church ruins which are clustered high on a limestone outcrop overlooking the surrounding countryside.  Of particular note are the highly decorated Cormac's Chapel which was built during the 12th century, the large cruciform cathedral from the 13th century and a round tower. Continue south past the gentle slopes of the Galtee Mountains to visit Blarney Castle where you may climb to the battlements to acquire the “gift of eloquence” by kissing the famous stone.  Also visit the Blarney Woollen Mills, which has an excellent range of Irish products of all types. Travel through the rugged countryside of County Kerry where the town of Killarney is charmingly located with a backdrop of mountains and lakes. Upon arrival check into your hotel and enjoy some time to relax and settle in before joining your group for dinner. 

DINNER & OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY PLAZA HOTEL, KILLARNEY 



	Mon, Sept. 3
	JAUNTING CAR & RING OF KERRY TOUR 

Today an old-fashioned horse drawn jaunting car will bring you through the Killarney National Park, which is closed to motorized vehicles. Drive along the shores of Lough Leane to Muckross House, an elegant 19th century mansion set beside the tranquil Muckross Lake. Enjoy some time to stroll the area and take photos.  Next visit Torc Waterfall, a dramatic falls that originates from the top of Torc Mountain from the Owengarriff River on the road up to Ladies' View. There's a lovely wooded path through Friars' Glen to the top of the falls. Then set off to explore the Ring of Kerry ‑ 100 miles of marvelous scenery consisting of the highest peaks in Ireland on one side and a coastline scattered with golden beaches and rocky headlands on the other. Enjoy plenty of stops to view the scenery and take photos. Travel through Glenbeigh and Cahirciveen and on to Waterville and the colorful village of Sneem.  Stop at Moll’s Gap for a view of the three lakes of Killarney with the mountains and the town in the background.  Return to Killarney and enjoy the balance of the day and evening free. 
OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY PLAZA HOTEL, KILLARNEY 




	Tue, Sept. 4
	CLIFFS OF MOHER & galway

Depart Killarney and travel north through the village of Listowel to Tarbert. Take a 20-minute ferry ride across the River Shannon estuary and drive along the coastline of County Clare to view the Cliffs of Moher, one of the country’s most magnificent rock formations that rise to heights of almost 700 feet above the churning Atlantic swells. Pass through the Burren Country, an area of rocky limestone hills where a number of unique flowers thrive. This region also contains many dolmens, prehistoric monuments formed by large limestone slabs. Continue north to Galway and embark on a panoramic tour to see the principal sights of the city.  A drive around will take you to the large modern cathedral set on an island on the River Corrib.  See the Spanish Arch in the Claddagh area, formerly a fishing village, the City Museum, National University of Galway and the Cathedral of Our Lady, which is built on the site of the former county jail. Then check into your hotel and enjoy the remainder of the afternoon at leisure before dinner. 

Tonight you will drive south around Galway Bay to Dunguaire Castle, a beautifully restored 15th century castle. This imposing castle makes a delightful and intimate setting for a sumptuous meal followed by entertainment which focuses on Ireland's literary heritage and includes music, song and extracts from the works of major Irish writers such as J. M. Synge, W. B. Yeats, Sean O'Casey and many others.

OVERNIGHT: WESTWOOD HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  



	Wed, Sept. 5
	CONNEMARA & ‘QUIET MAN’ TOUR

This morning tour the Connemara region, known for its constantly changing light effects on the gentle slopes of the hills. See sheep which graze freely and tracts of bogland where people cut peat for use in home heating. Stop in the attractive village of Cong where the movie “The Quiet Man” was filmed with John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara in 1952. Take a short walking tour through the village to discover places that appeared in the production. Finish your walk at the Quiet Man Heritage Cottage, filled with memorabilia of the movie. Return to Galway for a free evening.  
OVERNIGHT: WESTWOOD HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  



	Thu, Sept. 6
	Mass at Knock Shrine, Donegal Castle & derry

This morning depart Galway and travel north via Ballinrobe to the pilgrimage town of Knock.  Celebrate Mass with your group at Knock Shrine, one of the world's leading shrines where the Virgin Mary appeared to 15 people on August 21, 1879. Then travel north through County Mayo and into County Sligo.  Follow the Atlantic shoreline of Donegal Bay to the town of Donegal to visit Donegal Castle. The O’Donnell clan owned this four-story tower house until 1607 when it was granted to Sir Basil Brooke who added a Jacobean-style extension. After your visit, board the coach and continue your drive to Derry where you will check into your hotel for dinner and overnight stay.

DINNER & OVERNIGHT: CITY HOTEL, DERRY 




	Fri, Sept. 7
	DERRY WALKING TOUR & Ulster American Folk Park 

This morning enjoy a walking tour of central Derry to see the principal sights.  See the 17th century city walls, which are some of the best-preserved in Europe, and the Diamond, the main central square.  Also pass the 17th century St. Columb's Cathedral, the Tower Museum with local history displays and the Guildhall where the history of Derry is depicted in stained-glass windows.  In the afternoon board the coach and travel past the scenic Sperrin Mountains to visit the Ulster American Folk Park. See many cottages including the boyhood home of the industrialist, Thomas Mellon, who emigrated to Pittsburgh in 1818.  Trace the story of emigration from the 1720s with Ulster settlers who headed for the Appalachians in Colonial times. The Park recreates the emigrant experience traveling from the “old world” by ship to emerge in the “new world.” Return to Derry where the balance of the day and evening are free.

OVERNIGHT: CITY HOTEL, DERRY 


	Sat, Sept. 8
	Giant's Causeway, belfast tour & dundalk

Depart Derry and drive along the north coast of Ireland to explore the Giant’s Causeway, huge hexagonal columns formed over 60 million years ago.  The huge rocks have given rise to many legends, especially involving Finn McCool. Travel through the “Nine Glens of Antrim” for wonderful views of mountains, valleys and coastline. Drive to Belfast and tour the city with a local guide to see Victorian buildings, the Harland & Wolff shipyards where the Titanic was built and the Falls Road and Shankill residential areas. Then travel south to Dundalk and check into your hotel for dinner and overnight stay.
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: BALLYMASCANLON HOTEL, DUNDALK


	Sun, Sept. 9
	Boyne Valley Centre, Old Jameson's Distillery & KINGSCOURTPRIVATE 

Celebrate Mass with your fellow travelers before boarding the coach and departing Dundalk.  Travel south to visit the Boyne Valley Visitor Centre where exhibits relate the history and sophisticated construction techniques of nearby passage graves at Newgrange and Knowth which date from 2,500 B.C.  Walk through a reconstruction of the narrow tomb of Newgrange and survey the surrounding countryside from the viewing deck.  Also visit one of the tombs (to be determined).  Then drive into Dublin and visit the Old Jameson Distillery where you can learn about distillation processes for this “water of life”.  Displays explain how barley and water are combined, distilled, aged and bottled and at the end of the tour enjoy a sample.  Drive to Kingscourt and check into your hotel.  In the evening join your fellow travelers for a farewell dinner in the hotel restaurant. 
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: CABRA CASTLE HOTEL, KINGSCOURT 


	Mon, Sept. 10
	RETURN TO THE UNITED STATESPRIVATE 

All too soon, your vacation in Ireland has come to the end.  Transfer from Kingscourt to Dublin Airport in plenty of time to check in for your flight, clear security and claim your VAT refund.  You may do some last minute shopping at the duty free stores.  Then clear U.S. Immigration before boarding your aircraft and fly west across the Atlantic Ocean back to the United States.   
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